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Good morning.  I am __________________ and I bring you greetings from your Pastor 
Nominating Committee.  My fellow committee members are: Marshall Brown, Wendi Cimino, 
Ralph Davison, Sheri Evans, Stu Johnston, Will Martin, Rosa McNairy, Anne Shoemaker, Andrew 
Spainhour, Becky Veraar, and Libby Wakefield. 
 
I will refer back to the train analogy we used at our last update in September – that Amtrak 
engine pulling cars moving full steam ahead has transformed into a spacious, accommodating 
subway train making many stops along the way.  Some passengers have joined us for brief 
encounters on the journey, while others ride on with us, curious and interested in what might 
lie around the next curve. 
 
The PNC was elected by the congregation in March and has met 23 times since the first of April. 
We do homework between meetings - reviewing Pastor Information Forms, vetting 
recommendations and referrals, researching candidates, listening to or watching sermons 
online, and contacting and speaking with pastors to gauge interest and nurture relationship so 
that they and we may discern whether God is calling us towards a future together.  When we 
meet, we report back and gain each other’s reactions, insights, and sense of next steps.  Our 
work is necessarily confidential, and we go to great lengths to maintain that commitment, 
which is essential to our candidates.  Our meetings are marked by caring and concern for our 
church, for the hopes our congregation has expressed, and for our individual perspectives as we 
work to discern where God is leading us together. 
 
We have considered close to 150 women and men, many of whom are passionate, dynamic, 
even visionary preachers, leaders, and teachers.  We are learning that there is a familiar angst 
in our denomination about our aging memberships, about an overall decline in regular 
attendance, and about the costs of maintaining buildings and grounds.  But we are also learning 
that the PC(USA) has educated and developed pastors who inspire and energize their 
congregations and who use Scripture to face this week’s and this era’s challenges.  We have 
hope and excitement about our future, and we want you to know that. 
 
We are now conducting our initial interviews via Skype and Zoom.  As you can imagine, 
scheduling around the calendars of very hard-working pastors and 11 equally engaged 
committee members requires great communication and coordination.  This interview process is 
crucial, and we are awarding much necessary and deliberative time to each candidate we have 
invited into this next step.  When our interview process is complete, we anticipate narrowing 
our list to a top perhaps 3-4 individuals to continue on with.  Members of our last PNC have 
shared stories with us of their making “undercover” visits to other churches to experience the 
worship leadership of candidates.  We laugh among ourselves that we would have to wear 
disguises in order to pull that off, because we can all see one another during online interviews 
and all of our pictures are posted on the FPC Transition website!  Oh, what a difference 20 years 
makes! 



 
So, 2020 may see us doing some traveling and certainly offering hospitality during visits to 
Greensboro.  Although the holidays are just around the corner, we do not plan to put our 
search on the back burner completely during Advent.  I can’t think of a better and more holy 
time of the year to ponder the mystery and the revelation that God has in store for the 
congregation’s journey to our next Senior pastor.   
Your question, of course, is about timing.  Honestly, we don’t know when our work will be 
done.  God knows.  Our finalists will, at some point, be brought here, in collaboration with 
Salem Presbytery for formal “Suitability and Fit” interviews.  After a period of further 
discernment, the PNC will extend a call to a candidate who has successfully completed the 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry’s process, including its background checks.  At a called 
congregational meeting, the PNC will name its nominee for approval by you, the congregation. 
 
I ask you to continue in prayer for the PNC, and also for all the candidates who continue on in 
conversation with us.  Some individual will be making a major life decision to call North Carolina 
home, to call our city home, and to call FPC Greensboro home.  May this person feel the 
guidance from these words in Hebrews – “May the God of peace…equip you with everything 
that is good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
May God’s people say - “Amen” 
 
 
 
 


