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Good morning, and thank you for the privilege of your time today.  I am Ralph Davison from 
your PNC and I am happy to bring you an update on behalf of my fellow committee members 
Marshall Brown, Sheri Evans, Wendi Cimino, Stu Johnston, Will Martin, Rosa McNairy, Anne 
Shoemaker, Andrew Spainhour, Becky Veraar, and Libby Wakefield. 
 
This past Monday the PNC held its thirty second meeting since our election in March of 2019.  
What a remarkable several months it has been, not only in terms of the tremendous progress 
we are making in the interview process, but also as we reflect back on the many major “life 
events” that have taken place among the 11 of us when we are not assembled in Room M125. 
 
Just like many of you we have observed anniversaries, graduations, weddings and holidays with 
our friends and families.  We have been a part of baptisms, memorial services and communion 
celebrations.  But a least one of us has also traveled to the Holy Land, had a job change 
between companies, saw a sibling through a significant health scare, welcomed a new 
grandchild, journeyed to Kenya and back, enjoyed a successful surgical outcome, received a 
promotion, and earned a driver’s license! 
 
Our discernment has begun in earnest.  In addition to the time on our agenda at the beginning 
of each meeting that is dedicated to sharing a devotion and centering ourselves with prayer, we 
have for the last 2 months been very deliberate about reflecting on discernment itself.  Several 
PNC members have shared reading and research with the group, and recently David Partington 
led us in a powerful session on holy guidance.  We have learned that Christian unity, which 
represents a variety of gifts, is not the same as uniformity – Christian unity cannot be 
commanded; it must proceed from discernment. 
 
We have spent valuable time with our candidates asking about their calls to ministry, their 
leadership styles, their gifts and strengths, their roles as strategists and visionaries, their skills in 
funds development, their professional growth, and just as important, what they do for fun!  We 
have learned that good questions, generously posed and seriously held, are powerful things.  
Likewise, their questions to us have been equally probing: What brings us joy?  Would we serve 
again?  What do people in our community say about FPC Greensboro?  What excites us about 
FPC?  What are more details to know about our race and reconciliation task force?  What is the 
breadth and depth of our stellar music program?  Are we theologically diverse?  Does our 
session really have 62 members?  What makes FPC weep?  How do we do community?  What 
are some things to know that a candidate can’t necessarily read on the website?   
 
We have discovered that although the names and addresses have changed, the people we are 
talking to are, in many ways, the same kind of God-centered folks that the PNC 20 years ago, 
under Jack Brantley’s leadership, were in conversation with.  Some things change, but some 
definitely do not!  To quote Eugene Peterson, “They are individuals who have realized their 
vocational identity as pastor.  Their primary responsibility is not to the congregation being 



served, but to the God they serve.  They are tasked with keeping the authority of God’s call in 
their ears.  They are persons placed in community to pay attention and call attention to what is 
going on right now between men and women, with one another and with God”.  End of quote, 
yet continue to consider – These potential pastors for us now in 2020 are vibrant, forward-
looking visionaries any one of whom could also help to lead us to new and exciting places many 
of us may not even have dreamed of yet.   Yes, somethings stay the same, after all. 
 
As we near completion of our second- round interviews, we expect to discern 3 to 4 finalists.  At 
that point we will schedule out of town trips to anonymously visit Sunday worship at the 
finalists’ current churches, and we will extend invitations for them to visit us in Greensboro.  
We thank you for your patience, as well as your prayers.  Our candidates are praying for us as 
well.  We have been energized by the enormity of our task, and by the realization of the hand 
of the Holy Spirit in our work.  
 
I leave you with Paul’s words of encouragement about Christian unity to his friends in Corinth, 
Greece in his first letter to them:  “I appeal to you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and judgement.” 
 
May God’s people say “Amen” 
 
 


