
Good morning.  I am happy to bring you an update today on behalf of my fellow Pastor 
Nominating Committee members Marshall Brown, Wendi Cimino, Ralph Davison, Sheri Evans, 
Stu Johnston, Will Martin, Rosa McNairy, Anne Shoemaker, Andrew Spainhour, Becky Veraar, 
and Libby Wakefield. 
 
We last reported to you in July, and at that time a good analogy of our work together could 
have been that of a well-supplied freight train with new crew members beginning to slowly 
leave the station.  At this point in September, our endeavors now resemble an Amtrak train 
traveling full steam ahead, with a very coordinated crew and a manifest of very intriguing 
passengers. 
 
We have met as a group on 16 Monday evenings since the first of April – these very productive 
sessions of 2-3 hours each provide us an opportunity to share the results from our individual 
research.  Our members have read each Pastor Information Form, visited many church 
websites, listened to numerous sermons, reached out to candidates by phone and email, and all 
the while maintained our pledge to provide total discretion and absolute confidentiality.  It is 
certainly a little like detective work sanctioned and blessed by the grace of the Holy Spirit! 
 
Two observations from our research that we all agree on: 
 

1) A true appreciation for our well-designed FPC website – others we have encountered 
are not nearly as informative or easy to navigate. 

2) An even deeper appreciation for the many faithful people whose information forms we 
are reading and sermons we are listening to – we have been blessed to gain insight into 
the lives of professionals who are very passionate about being pastors. 

 
Marshall, our chairman, reminded the PNC in an email recently that we have a clear vision of 
where we are headed and that we know the specific steps of how best to get there.   
 
Where are we headed? To the day your PNC presents the call, at a Salem Presbytery meeting, 
to the nominee who has been approved at a FPC Congregational Meeting. 
 
And what are our specific steps? We refer you to our FPC Transition website. We find ourselves 
smack dab in the middle of the flow chart!  We invite you to notice that there is no timeline. 
There must be necessary discernment in each step along the way, and each step has been, is 
now, and will be unique in the amount of time necessary for discernment as we continue to 
build momentum. 
 
Our goal over the next 3 months is to narrow our list, but this will be both a challenge and an 
opportunity as we continue to receive and review new candidates. 
 
We ask you for your continued prayers of support, and we remind you of these verses from the 
writer of Ecclesiastes, who might very well wish to “revive us again:”  “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  Let God’s people say – Amen  


